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	Update:  2008 General Meetings


January 30, 2008

Topic:  “Foreclosure Roundtable Discussion”

Mr. Tommie Thompson, Executive Director, Housing Authority, Prince George’s County was the guest speaker.  He provided information on housing foreclosure and the impact it has had 

on Prince George’s County residents.

The effects of foreclosures are disproportionately felt in minority and immigrant communities.  The Home Mortgage Disclosure Act data shows that African Americans are three times more likely than whites to receive a sub-prime loan, and four times more likely to refinance from a sub-prime lender.  Minorities represent 58.8% of the population in communities that reported foreclosures, with the African American population accounting for 43% of the residents.

If you are facing foreclosure contact one of the HUD Certified Counselors listed below:

Housing Initiatives Partnership, Inc. - 301 699-3835

Housing Options and Planning Enterprise, Inc. - 301 567-3330

KAIROS Development Corporation, Inc. - 301 899-1180

Roots of Mankind Corporation - 301 899-6800

Sowing Empowerment in Economic Development - 301 458-9808

United Communities Against Poverty - 301 322-5700

March 27, 2008

A Panel Discussion was held on the topics listed below:

1. Thornton Funding

2. Behavioral Issues and Interventions

3. Retention, Suspension and Graduation

4. Post-secondary Educational Opportunities

The guest speakers were Dr. Terrylynn Tyrell, Advocate for Children and Youth and 

Andre Nottingham, Associate Director, Educational Opportunity Center, University of Maryland

May 28, 2008

Topic:  “Perspectives of the 2008 Primary and General Presidential Elections”

The guest speakers were Dr. Ronald Walters, Political Scientist, Director, African American Leadership Center and Ms. Karen Pope-Onwukwe, Democratic National Committee Woman.  
They shared information on the national party responsibilities, Maryland State political parties, and the Electoral College.

September 23, 2008
Topic:  Preparing for the 2008 General Election

The guest speaker Alisha L. Alexander, Elections Administrator, Board of Elections shared information on the voting process, absentee voting and voter registration deadlines. 

September 30, 2008
Conducted a voter registration drive along with DJ Lady Dee’s weekly hand dance party.  The event was held at the Elks Lodge in Temple Hills, Maryland.   Registration applications were provided to guests.  Three hundred and fifty attended the event. 
October 5, 2008
Conducted a voter registration drive along with DJ Lady Dee’s weekly hand dance party.  The event was held at the Elks Lodge in Temple Hills, Maryland. Registration applications were provided to guests.  Three hundred and fifty attended the event. 

	HIGHLIGHTS 2007 General Meetings and Fundraisers


May 24, 2007

A Life-Saving Seminar on Personal Crime Prevention

This seminar focused on personal and family defense instruction that can help you avoid becoming a target for criminals and will also provide practical methods of surviving a face-to-face encounter with assault.  

August 2, 2007

Swearing-In Ceremony

The Swearing-In Ceremony was held at the Oxon Hill Library.    Performing the ceremony was The Honorable Peggy Magee, Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County.  

The officers are Obie Patterson, President; Mark Spencer, First Vice President; Johnny Baker, Second Vice President; Sidney Gibson, Treasurer; Njeri Mwalimu, Secretary; Hercule Clark, Parliamentarian.
  

President Patterson stated that the mission of the organization is to educate, inform and encourage the African American community to participate more fully in the democratic process.   The organization will provide forums on issues that impact communities. The organization also plans to establish a monitoring system that will provide the community key information on the performance of county-wide elected officials.   A core component of the organization’s focus will be working with the youth.   Certificates of Appreciation were presented to the out going officers.  
October 27, 2007

Fish Fry Fundraiser was held in Temple Hills, Maryland. 
November 5, 2007 Forum
Topic:  “Articulating Core Democratic Values”

The guest speaker was Quincey Gamble, Executive Director, Maryland State Democratic Party.  

November 7, 2007

Member Slot Survey Results 

The purpose of the survey was to solicit Club members’ opinion on Governor Martin O’Malley’s proposed plan for addressing Maryland’s $1.7 billion budget deficit.  One hundred and six (106) responses were received; of this number there were 71 or 70% “no” responses to any form of gambling in Prince George’s County to support Maryland’s budget.  There were 32 or 21% “yes” responses to any form of gambling in the County, and 3 or 2% of the respondents voted “yes” to lotto only.

The majority of the respondents stated that raising sales taxes is a way of addressing budget issues.  The majority of the respondents also recommend that if slot machines are authorized by legislative action, machines should be located in the following locations:

· Non Residential Areas

· County Landfill

· Not In Prince George’s County

· Rosecroft

· Race Tracks Only

· National Harbor

· Chesapeake Shores

· Timonium, Maryland

· Beltsville, College Park 

The majority of respondents stated that slots at the tracks would place unusual burdens on the local communities through traffic, parking demands and social problems associated with gaming; and expanded gaming activities will bring additional crime to Prince George’s County neighborhoods near the gaming facilities.

Club members listed the following areas of interest for the Club to focus on during the 2008 Calendar Year:

Education


Crime


Health Care   

Public Safety
23



14


14


12
Voter Registration

Housing  

Transportation

High End Stores
12



10


3


3
Election    


Trash Dumping

Over-Development
Immigration Issues
3



2


2


1






Taxes
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December 2, 2007 

Redskins Game Tickets Raffle (Redskins vs Buffalo Bills) was held at the Elks Lodge, Temple Hills, Maryland.  The winner of the two tickets was Mr. Jack Armstrong, Bowie, Maryland.
	Upcoming Events


November 4 – Election Day

November General Meeting - TBA


















PAGE  
4

